
ARTIFICIAL REEF SPECIAL CONDITIONS

     ___ April 30, 2008

1.  Reporting Addresses:  The Permittee shall reference this permit number, SAJ-    -     -   , on all correspondence.  Unless specifically notified to the contrary, the Permittee shall use the following addresses for transmitting correspondence to the referenced agencies:

a)  Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers (Corps), Regulatory Division, Enforcement Section, 

Post Office Box 4970, Jacksonville, Florida 32232 

email: CESAJ-ComplyDocs@usace.army.mil

b)  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Office of Coast Survey, N/CS26, Sta. 7317, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Springs, MD, 20910-3282

c)  Commander, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)       

d)  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) Artificial Reef Program, 620 S. Meridian Street, Box 4B2, Tallahassee, FL  32399.

fax: 850-922-0463  

email: Jon.Dodrill@myfwc.com, bill.horn@myfwc.com, and keith.mille@myfwc.com 

2.  Initial Agency Notification: The Permittee shall provide to the Corps, NOAA and USCG written notification of the planned deployment start date at least two weeks prior to the initial deployment on the authorized artificial reef site. 

3.  Authorized Reef Materials:  No reef materials or module will weigh less than 500 pounds.  Reef materials shall be clean and free from asphalt, petroleum, other hydrocarbons and toxic residues, loose free floating material or other deleterious substances.  All artificial reef materials and/or structures will be selected, designed, constructed and deployed to create, stable and durable marine habitat.  The Permittee shall deploy only the following authorized reef materials:

a)  Prefabricated artificial reef modules composed of ferrous and/or aluminum-alloy metals, concrete, rock or a combination of these materials.

b)  Natural rock boulders and other pre-cast concrete material, such as, culverts, stormwater junction boxes, power poles, railroad ties, jersey barriers, or other similar concrete material.  

c)  Clean steel and concrete bridge or large building demolition materials such as slabs or pilings with all steel reinforcement rods severed as close to the concrete surface as possible but not to extend more than 6 inches to ensure the rod will not create a fishing tackle or diver ensnaring hazard.

d)  Heavy gauge ferrous & aluminum alloy metal material components or structures, ¼” or more in thickness, such as utility poles, antenna towers.

   e)  Heavy gauge ferrous & aluminum alloy metal hulled vessels which equal or exceed 60 ft. hull length prepared and deployed in accordance with all applicable U. S. Coast Guard, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, or other applicable state or federal agency regulations or policies.  The vessel shall not be deployed until all necessary inspections and clearances have been obtained or waived and a stability analysis has been completed demonstrating that the vessel will be stable during a 50-year storm event based on vessel and deployment site characteristics.  The permittee shall follow the National guidance regarding preparation of vessels for deployment as artificial reefs which are available at: http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/habitat/artificialreefs/index.html.  The Permittee shall maintain a record of all inspections, clearances or waivers and provide to the Corps upon request.
4.  Reef Parameters:  The Permittee shall deploy all reef materials within the site boundaries as defined on page       of this permit.  A minimum clearance of       feet from the top of the deployed material relative to Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW) shall be maintained at all times.  

5.  Violation of Reef Parameters:  In the event reef material is deployed or discovered (i.e., after a storm event) in a location or manner that is contrary to the Reef Parameters Special Condition, the Permittee shall immediately notify the USCG Station       at (   -   -    ) and provide information as requested by the station.  The Permittee shall notify NOAA, USCG Corps, and FWC in writing within 24 hours of the occurrence.  At a minimum the written notification shall explain how the deployed material exceeds the authorized reef parameters, a description of the material, a description of the vessel traffic in the area, the deployment location in nautical miles at compass bearing from obvious landmarks, the location of the unauthorized material in latitude and longitudes coordinates (degree, minute, decimal minute format to the third decimal place) and the water depth above the material from Mean Lower Low Water. The document will list the information provided by telephone to the USCG as noted above and include the time of the call and the name of the USCG personnel receiving the information.

6.  Protection of Existing Resources:  The Permittee shall not deploy artificial reef materials until an assessment of the bottom conditions has been accomplished by diver, submersible video camera, fathometer, depth/bottom sounder (e.g. “fish finder”), or side-scan sonar.  The inspection of the deployment area may occur at the time of deployment but no more than one year prior to deployment.  The Permittee shall maintain a deployment buffer of at least 200 feet from any submerged beds of sea grasses or macroalgae, coral reefs, live bottom, areas supporting growth of sponges, sea fans, soft corals, and other sessile macroinvertebrates generally associated with rock outcrops, oyster reefs, scallop beds, clam beds, or areas where there are unique or unusual concentrations of bottom dwelling marine organisms.  If during the inspection evidence is observed of cultural/archaeological resources, such as sunken vessels, ballast, historic refuse piles, or careenage areas the Corps will be notified by the Permittee and the above referenced deployment buffer will be implemented.  The Permittee shall maintain a record of the information gained during the inspection such that it can be provided upon request to the Corps.

7.  Pre-Deployment Notification:  No less than 14 days prior to deployment of material on an artificial reef, the Permittee shall transmit by electronic mail (“email”) a complete and signed “Florida Artificial Reef Materials Cargo Manifest and Pre-Deployment Notification” form, provided in Attachment     of this permit, to the Corps and FWC to allow inspection of the proposed reef materials as deemed necessary by the agencies.  Inspection is allowable at the staging area.  By signing the Pre-Deployment Notification the Permittee certifies that all materials are free from asphalt, petroleum, other hydrocarbons and toxic residues.  The Permittee shall take digital photos of representative components/pieces of reef material and transmit with the above form as PDF attachments to the email addresses listed in special condition 1.  The Permittee shall utilize read receipt email verification to ensure the electronic documents are received by the Corps and FWC.  The form and photos should not exceed 4 megabytes.  The Permittee shall not deploy material if notified by the Corps or FWC that the material is questionable or unacceptable until the material has been evaluated and released for deployment.  Any material that is deemed unacceptable for reef material will be disposed in an approved upland disposal site.
Deployment of the material shall not occur until the end of the 14 day inspection period.  The Permittee shall ensure both a copy of the Corps permit and the signed “Florida Artificial Reef Materials Cargo Manifest and Pre-Deployment Notification form” are maintained aboard the deployment vessel at all times during loading, transit, and deployment.

8.  Deployment Monitoring:  The Permittee or the permittee’s representative shall be on site during every deployment to verify compliance with the permit and its conditions.  The authorized representative shall not be the person who physically or contractually is responsible for deployment of the transported reef materials.  The permittee or representative shall verify latitude and longitude coordinates using a Differential Global Positioning System (DGPS) or Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS) enabled unit accurate to within 5 meters horizontal distance.  Depth shall be verified utilizing fathometer, depth sounder, or similar device accurate to within 1 meter.  

9.  Ownership/Maintenance/Liability:  By signing this permit, the Permittee certifies and acknowledges ownership of all artificial reef materials deployed on the reef, accepts responsibility for maintenance of the artificial reef, and possesses the ability to assume liability for all damages that may arise with respect to the artificial reef.  The Permittee re-certifies these commitments upon signature and submission of the “Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Artificial Reef Materials Cargo Manifest and Pre-Deployment Notification” form in accordance with the Pre-Deployment Notification Special Condition.

10.  Deployment Summary/Monitoring Report:  Within 12 months from the effective date of this permit and annually thereafter until expiration of the deployment authorization, the Permittee shall electronically submit to the Corps and FWC a spreadsheet listing the deployments that occurred within the previous 12 months and a written report which summarizes, analyzes, and draws conclusions regarding the activities or issues associated with the reef in the past 12 months.  For each deployment, the spreadsheet will include the local tracking number, date deployed, latitude and longitude, description and quantity of the material deployed, depth of water above material, approximate area of seafloor covered.  The spreadsheet will document any known changes in material condition (stability, durability, and location) as compared to those same characteristics at time of deployment.  The report may include but is not limited to use trends, site management constraints and resolutions, management techniques, modifications of operational plans, lessons learned, etc.  Results of any performance monitoring (description of fish and other biota observed) will be included in the report.  The report shall be limited to 5 pages of written text and include a permit drawing(s) or similar visual depiction of the location of each deployment in relation to the boundary of the reef site.  Immediately upon expiration of the deployment authorization or request for permit extension, a summary of reports submitted since the last permit issuance/renewal will be submitted to the Corps, NOAA and FWC.  This compilation will document any known changes in material stability, durability, or location as compared to that most recently reported for a site as well as a summary/analysis of the qualitative data (trends, lessons learned, etc.) in the yearly reports.

11.  Marine Life Entrapment: Neither reef structure nor material or the method of design or deployment should pose a risk of entrapping fish, marine turtles, or marine mammals.  Any observation of entrapped marine turtles or marine mammals on this artificial reef site must be reported immediately to the Corps and FWC.

12.  Protected Species Guidance:  The Permittee shall comply with the “Vessel Strike Avoidance Measures and Injured or Dead Protected Species Reporting” guidance for marine turtles and marine mammals, provided in Attachment     of this permit.

13.  Sea Turtle/Sawfish/Sturgeon Guidelines: The Permittee shall comply with the National Marine Fisheries Service’s “Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish Construction Conditions”, which also applies to sturgeon, provided in Attachment     of this permit.

14.  Manatee Protection:  The Permittee shall ensure that wharf fenders are installed to reduce the risk of a vessel crushing a manatee.  The wharf fenders shall be installed with appropriate materials to provide sufficient standoff space of at least 3 feet under compression.  Fenders or buoys providing a minimum standoff space of at least 3 feet under compression shall be utilized between two vessels that are moored together.

15.  Right Whale Protection:  Artificial reef material shall not be transported or deployed between November 15 and April 15 for the conservation of the endangered Northern Right Whale within the boundaries of the NMFS designated Northern Right Whale Southeastern United States critical habitat area.  Links to the NMFS critical habitat area maps can be found at the following web sites: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/conservation/ch_rightwhale_southeast.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/shipstrike/msr_placard.pdf
16. Assurance of Navigation and Maintenance:  The Permittee understands and agrees that, if future operations by the United States require the removal, relocation, or other alteration, of the structures or work herein authorized, or if in the opinion of the Secretary of the Army or his authorized representative, said structure or work shall cause unreasonable obstruction to the free navigation of the navigable waters, the Permittee will be required, upon due notice from the Corps of Engineers, to remove, relocate, or alter the structural work or obstructions caused thereby, without expense to the United States.  No claim shall be made against the United States on account of any such removal or alteration.
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